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Month to Date
Since June 1
Since Jan 1

2020
2019
2018
2017
2016

Observed
Value

Last
Year

Normal
Value

Depart
from
Norm

4.83
12.12
26.85

39.33
52.46
57.83
42.15
35.01

2.53
10.91
26.79

38.19
38.19
38.19
38.19
38.19

+2.30
+1.21
+0.06

+1.14
+14.27
+19.64
+3.96
-3.18

1.71
7.11
25.71
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Maintenance Guidelines 

for the Carnegie East and West Main St. Parking Lots 

R A I N  G A R D E N S



Tools for Rain Garden Maintenance:

Introduction
This guide is to assist those maintaining the rain gardens 
in the East and West Main Parking Lots. It is organized by 
appropriate maintenance tasks per season. However, it is 
advised to visually monitor the gardens performance on a 
regular basis, particularly during rain events. Please note that 
the appearance of water in the basin of the garden is normal 
for approximately 24-72 hours after a rain event.

These photos show the same rain garden during both wet and dry weather. (Photos: NMRWA)

*It is advised not to work in the garden after 
watering or after a rain event as walking on wet 

soils can cause compaction, which will lessen the 
garden’s infiltration abilities.

1.



Winter/Spring
Flushing the Rain Garden

Deicing salts have a negative effect on plant material. Although many of the plants 

garden out as soon as the snow season ends. This consists of literally watering the 

spring.

 

 Maintenance Guidelines for the PWSA Treatment 

Plant        1.

plant palette:

2.

Cutting back
In early spring use pruners or a string trimmer to cut dormant perennials and 
grasses down to about an inch from the ground. This can be done in late fall, but is 
recommended by many gardeners to do so in the early spring as dried grasses and 
perennials provide winter interest. Use caution not to cut back woody plants like 
trees and shrubs. 

Ornamental grasses cut properly cut back in the spring. (Photo: psu.edu)

Perennials and ornamental grasses in winter, making a compelling case 
to wait until spring to cut back. (Photo:  groundeddesign.com)



Summer/Fall 

Watering

during the growing season (May-October). After year two, watering biweekly in the summer 
months should provide adequate moisture. 

         
Weeding

Remove unwanted weeds, roots and all, by hand pulling throughout beds. Properly dispose 
of weeds to ensure they will not re-establish in the garden. For images and a list of common 
weeds see page 5.

Re-Mulching
To help inhibit weed growth, conserve soil moisture, and enhance soil nutrients, it is 
recommended to reapply a 2” layer of double shredded hardwood mulch to all of the 
planting areas every year in early summer. 

Replanting 

plants if damage or loss has occurred. Rain gardens perform best when densely 
vegetated. 

Plant selection should consider nativity, mature size of the plant, sun exposure, and 
the changing conditions of the rain garden.  If you have questions about what to plant, 
consider a plant that is already thriving in the garden or consult a landscape architect or 
designer.   

3.



4.

Sediment accumulation in a rain garden. (Photo ces.org)

Sediment accumulation at the inlet of a rain garden (Photo: vwrrc.vt.edu)

As Needed 

Debris/Sediment Removal
Sediment or debris that has accumulated in the rain garden, near the inlets, or in 
the channel drain should be cleared out annually or as needed based on monthly 
visual inspections. Sediment buildup can prevent runoff from entering the garden or 
increase the amount of time it takes the water to soak into the soil. 

Remove sediment from the base of a rain garden when it accumulates to a depth of 

as it was designed. Place removed sediment in trash bags and dispose of it with other 
solid waste/trash. Do not attempt to compost sediment. 

The Carnegie East and West Main parking lots were designed and installed with 
stone at the inlets, so removing sediment from those stone-lined areas consists of 
the following: 

 Remove the stone with a shovel or pitch fork and place it in a wheelbarrow,   
 using caution to not to remove the sediment
 Shovel out the sediment that remains in the rain garden and dispose of properly
 Rinse the stone in the wheelbarrow with a garden hose, allowing any sediment  
 to settle to the bottom of the wheelbarrow. 
 Return the washed stones to the rain garden 
 Properly dispose of any sediment that may have accumulated in the bottom of  
 the wheelbarrow



5.

Loosening Soil and Mulch
On a regular basis, or as needed, it may be necessary to loosen the top layer of soil or 

conditions. Doing so will ensure that the rain garden is absorbing runoff as designed.

 To loosen the top layer of mulch or soil, work a long tined pitchfork back and fourth 
in three foot sections throughout the garden. Smooth out any areas disturbed by this 
process with a hard rake. 



Plants of Carnegie East and West Main St. Parking Lots                             

Trees and Shrubs                             

Grasses                              

Perennials                                

6.



7.Common Weeds and Invasive Plants of Western PA                      

Common name         Botanical name
1. Canada Thistle      Cirsium arvense

2. Crownvetch            Securigera varia

3. Dandelion             

4. Garlic Mustard (spring)    

6. Burdock        

7. Goutweed          

8. Mugwort       

9. English Ivy            

10. Princess Tree              

11. Japanese Knotweed         

12. Japanese Knotweed (spring)       

mda.state.mn.us bamlog.com conservationwatcher.com portlandgardenclub.org

oarc.ohio-state.edu wplawinc.comtoronto-wildlife.com

portlandgardenclub.org

carolinanature.com

nps.gov nps.gov

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 

10. 12. 


